Christmas Program 2025: The Great I Am
Carter Nelson:  Hello and welcome to our Christmas program this year entitled “The Great I Am”.
Today we will be exploring The Seven Great “I Am” Statements in John including:
1. I am the Bread of Life
2. I am the Light of the World
3. I am the Door 
4. I am the Good Shepherd
5. I am the True Vine
6. I am the Way, Truth, and Life
7. I Am the Resurrection and the Life
Let’s begin by learning more about John, the beloved disciple who wrote this book and a famous and favorite verse of John 3:16.
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Carson Jones:
John is one of the four Gospel writers in the New Testament, and he was also one of Jesus’ twelve disciples. In his Gospel, John often calls himself “the disciple whom Jesus loved.” This isn’t meant to sound proud or boastful—it shows that John deeply understood how much Jesus loved him.
John was part of Jesus’ closest group of friends, along with Peter and James. They were with Jesus during many important moments, like when He prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane before His crucifixion, and when He brought a young girl back to life. John was also standing at the foot of the cross when Jesus was crucified. From the cross, Jesus asked John to take care of His mother, Mary. That shows how much Jesus trusted and loved John.
John’s title of “beloved” reminds us that his identity was found in Jesus Christ. John could call himself beloved because he knew, without a doubt, that he was loved by God. The most important thing about John was not what he did, but that Jesus loved him.
John wrote the Gospel of John, the letters 1st, 2nd, and 3rd John, and the book of Revelation. The main theme in all his writings is the love of God. That same truth is for us, too—we are God’s beloved children.  We are saved by God’s grace through faith in Jesus Christ. Like John, we can see everything through the lens of God’s great love for us.
The Bread of Life
Carson Jones: The first object we will look at is a loaf of bread.
Bible Verse: John 6:35 (Levi Nelson)
"I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.” 
(loaf of bread – Michael Jones)
Carson Jones:  When Jesus said, “I am the Bread of Life” in John 6:35, He was telling the people that He is the One who truly satisfies our spiritual hunger. Just as bread gives our bodies strength and energy, Jesus gives our souls life and hope. The crowds who followed Him were looking for more food after He had fed the 5,000, but Jesus wanted them to see something greater. He was offering them Himself—the only one who can give eternal life. Through faith in Jesus, we are filled and nourished in a way that nothing else in the world can provide.
When we eat and drink Jesus’ body and blood in the Lord’s Supper, we receive the forgiveness and life He won on the cross. In this meal, He strengthens our faith and gives us His unending love. The Bread of Life is not just a story from long ago—it is Jesus still feeding and caring for us today. We can trust Him to provide what we need for body and soul. Because of Jesus, we never have to fear being empty, for He fills us with His grace and life that never end.
The Light of the World
Joshua Matthies: The next object we will look at is a candle.
Bible Verse: John 8:12 (Gibson Althoff)
“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
(Candle – Isla Brown)
Joshua Matthies:  When Jesus said, “I am the Light of the World,” He was telling us that He came to bring light into the darkness of sin. Without light, we can’t see where we’re going, and we stumble and fall. In the same way, without Jesus, our lives are filled with confusion and sin’s darkness. Jesus shines the light of truth and forgiveness, showing us the way to the Father. His light brings hope, guidance, and the promise of eternal life to all who believe in Him.
Because Jesus is our light, we don’t have to be afraid, even when the world feels dark or uncertain. His Word shines in our hearts and helps us see what is good and true. When we follow Him, His light reflects through us so others can see His love. We are called to live as “children of light,” sharing His kindness and truth with those around us. With Jesus, the Light of the World, we never walk in darkness—we walk in His grace and peace every day.
Now our Sunday School children will sing “This Little Light of Mine”.
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Door
Callen Althoff: The next object we will look at is a door.
Bible Verse: John 10:7 and 9 (Jacob Jones)
“I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture.” (door – Rusty Hoing)
Callen Althoff:  When Jesus said, “I am the Door,” He was teaching that He is the only way to salvation and eternal life. In Bible times, shepherds often slept in the doorway of the sheep pen to protect their sheep from danger. In the same way, Jesus stands as our protector, keeping us safe from sin, death, and the devil. Through Him alone, we find forgiveness, peace, and life with God. No one can enter God’s kingdom except through faith in Jesus Christ.
Jesus invites all people to come to Him and find safety and rest. When we trust in Him, we are welcomed into His care, just like sheep are welcomed into the shepherd’s fold. Inside His “door,” we find comfort, guidance, and love that never fails. The world offers many paths, but only Jesus leads to true life. As the Door, He opens the way for us to live forever with Him in His kingdom.
Good Shepherd
Silas Brown: Next, we will see a shepherd.
Bible Verse: John 11:25 (David Jones)
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” 
(child dressed up like a shepherd – Mack Brown)
Silas Brown:  In John 10:11, Jesus says, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” This means that Jesus cares deeply for each of us, just like a shepherd cares for his sheep. A shepherd protects his flock from danger and guides them to safety and good pastures. In the same way, Jesus protects us from sin and leads us toward eternal life with Him. He loves us so much that He gave His own life on the cross to save us.
Jesus also reminds us that He knows His sheep, and His sheep know His voice. This shows the close and loving relationship we have with Him through faith. When we listen to His Word in Scripture and worship, we learn to recognize His voice guiding us. The world can be full of distractions and “false shepherds” who try to lead us away, but Jesus never leaves us. As members of His faithful church, we can find comfort knowing that our Good Shepherd is always watching over us, calling us by name, and leading us home to Him.
True Vine
Carter Nelson: The next object we will look at is a vine.
Bible Verse: John 15:1 and 5 (Rowdy Hoing)
"I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser... apart from me you can do nothing." 
(Vine – Amira Johnson)
Carter Nelson:  In John 15:5, Jesus says, “I am the vine; you are the branches.” This means that Jesus is the source of our life and faith, just like a vine gives life and nourishment to its branches. Without the vine, the branches cannot grow or produce fruit. In the same way, we cannot live faithful and fruitful lives without staying connected to Jesus. Through prayer, worship, and God’s Word, we remain rooted in Him and receive the strength we need to grow in faith.
Jesus also teaches that when we remain in Him, we bear much fruit, but apart from Him, we can do nothing. The “fruit” we produce are the good works, kindness, and love that come from faith. When we follow Jesus’ teachings, others can see His love shining through us. Sometimes God prunes us—allowing challenges or changes—to help us grow stronger in our faith. We are sustained by the pure Word and Sacrament, we trust that by staying connected to Christ, our true vine, God will help us live lives that honor Him and bless others.
Way, Truth, and Life
Carson Jones: The next object we will look at is a one way sign.
Bible Verse: John 14:6 (Hailey Nelson)
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 
(One Way Sign – Liam Nelson)
Carson Jones:  In John 14:6, Jesus says, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” This verse shows us that Jesus is the only way to have a relationship with God and to receive eternal life. He leads us on the right path through His Word and teachings, showing us how to live according to God’s will. Jesus is the truth because everything He says and does shows who God really is. He is also the life because through His death and resurrection, He gives us forgiveness and the promise of everlasting life.
This verse is a strong reminder that our faith should be centered on Jesus alone. In a world where people say there are many paths to God, we believe that Jesus is the one true way. By trusting in Him, we find purpose, direction, and peace even when life is hard. Through worship, prayer, and studying Scripture, we grow in our understanding of His truth. When we follow Jesus, the way, the truth, and the life, we walk with confidence knowing He is leading us home to the Father.
The Resurrection and the Life
Joshua Matthies: The next object we will look at is a seed.
Bible Verse: John 11:25 (Sam Jones)
“I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live.” (John 11:25) 
(seed – Vera Johnson)
Joshua Matthies:  When Jesus says, "I am the Resurrection and the Life" (John 11:25), He is making a profound statement about His identity and His power over death and grants eternal life.
He has power over death—He raises the dead (like Lazarus in John 11).
He is life itself—not just one who gives life, but the source of eternal life.
His own death and resurrection mirrors the process of a seed: He was buried, and on the third day He rose again, bringing new life to all who believe.  We will now sing “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
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Callen Althoff:  Thank you all for joining us today as we look forward to celebrating the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. We pray that the message of His love and salvation fills your hearts with joy and peace, not only today but throughout the coming year. As we leave, may we remember that Christ, our newborn King, is the true light of the world, shining in the darkness for all people. Let us go forth sharing that light with others through our words and actions. From all of us here at Trinity Lutheran Church, we wish you a blessed Christmas and a joyful New Year in Christ.
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